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My Story of Failure, Godôs Story of Faithfulness 
By: Daniel Childs 

 

 For those of you who donôt know me, Iôm Daniel Childs.  I have answered the call to be the new Minister of Wor-

ship here at First United Methodist Church of Port Orange, and what a blessing this time has been for me so far.  Not only 

do I have an AMAZING crew working with me, but the general reception and warm welcome that I have received from 

everyone in the church has made me feel right at home, and has made the adjustment period of relocating to a new state a 

very smooth transition. 

 I wanted to take a moment to fill you in on how I got here, because itôs a story of my continued failure, but of 

Godôs continued goodness and faithfulness. 

 I graduated high school in May of 2005, and immediately decided that I wanted to dive straight into ministry.  I 

began traveling and leading Worship for youth camps, events, and retreats, which was what I originally felt called to do.  I 

had already been leading Worship in churches around town and at FCA throughout high school, and I felt ready to take on a 

the responsibility of ministering to youth.  So, in 2005 and 2006, I lead Worship for youth events in Florida, Tennessee, 

Texas, and New Mexico.   

 I loved doing youth ministry, and never saw myself leading Worship for a multi-aged congregation.  I simply wanted to do youth ministry.  

However, you will often hear me say that God has a sense of humor.  And I believe He does, because in the fall of 2006, He brought me an opportunity to 

lead Worship for a multi-aged congregation in Huntsville, Alabama.  I joined as part-time staff member and began to develop relationships in the church.  

Living in Franklin, Tennessee, I would make the trip to Alabama every weekend to conduct a young adultsô activity group on Saturday nights, and to lead 

the Worship service on Sunday mornings. 

 After nearly two years, in 2008 I was offered a job singing baritone for my uncle Mark Blackwoodôs Gospel quartet, the Blackwood Gospel 

Quartet, and I accepted.  I began to travel the entire country presenting the Gospel message through song before audiences in churches night after night. 

When I joined the group, I had never before sung southern Gospel music nor traveled full-time.  It was a wonderful but tiring job, and the stress of travel 

made me decide that I wanted to go to college. 

 So, thatôs what I didé I left the group and went to music school.  However, that didnôt last very long.  I grew so tired of learning about music 

because I knew I could be actually singing for a livingé and after three months, I began to miss ministering full-time.  I wanted to be back on the road, 

in those churches, singing Gospel songs for people in small towns who longed to hear the Gospel message.  So, in January of 2009, I left school and went 

back out on the road with my uncleôs quartet as the tenor singer. 

 I stayed with the group for six months, and literally sang in every region of the United States.  In the late summer of 2009, I switched to the 

Toney Brothers Quartet, because their tour schedule was less demanding, and I spent six months with them as well. 

 Itôs funny how you can sometimes make decisions that lands you in negative places, but God will pick you up and carry you, and when you 

least expect it, you will experience His awesome generosity. 

 I left the Toney Brothers in February of 2010, because it didnôt feel like where I was supposed to be.  I asked God to bring me a job, and He 

did.  I soon found myself working in a hair salon.  I liked the job, but it didnôt last very long, and I eventually ended up jobless. 

 I found myself in a tough spot.  I had gone from being a professional Gospel singer, able to pay my bills, to being joblessé and unable to pay 

my bills.  I went back to leading Worship in Alabama two Sundays a month.  I loved the ministry aspect, but the pay couldnôt sustain me.  So, I started 

delivering pizza.  However, I didnôt get many hours from the pizza shopé so, for about four months, I was constantly treading the line, financially.  I 

could never find enough work, and found myself in a depressing, empty lifestyle of simply doing what I could to get by and not caring about much else.  

To top it all off, my girlfriend of three years who I very much loved, broke up with me. 

 I tell you these things not to get your sympathy on where I was.  I tell you this to show you how awesome God has been to me.  You see, I con-

tinually failed Him, and still do at timesé as we all do. I kept myself in a very selfish lifestyle, barely looking toward His Throne.  I stopped going to 

church other than when I was working in church.  I recorded an Alternative Rock album, and decided to set my sights on a secular music career. 

 But God, who is faithful, always brings us back to our calling.  I filled in for a weekend with the Skyline Boys quartet, and being back in 

churches singing reminded me of my calling of musical ministry.  I saw people blessed at concerts, and realized that I couldnôt give up.  I had to get back 

into the swing of things.  So, I started booking solo concert dates, and recorded a Gospel CD. 

 Then, this summer, I was sitting in my office one day and the phone rang.  The area code was ñ386òé an area code I had never seen, but I 

answered anyway.  ñHello, my name is Eryl Mokry and I am with First United Methodist Church of Port Orange, Floridaò were the words I heard.  It 

turned out that Eryl had found a resume I had posted online a year prior, and the church was looking for a Minister of Worship. 

 And two months later, here I amé serving in this wonderful place full-time.  My story is this: I have made some wrong decisions in my life.  

Iôve quit jobs, Iôve gone my own way, Iôve been rash, and Iôve made mistakes.  But God has always stood ready to show me mercy.... and though I am 

not a perfect person, He has blessed me with the perfect job for meé living in my favorite state, and doing what I love full-timeé ministering through 

music, and being part of a church family. 

 Do not lose faith!  If God can prove His faithfulness in my life, He will prove his faithfulness in yours.  Learn from me that though you will fall 

at times on your journey, it is Him that will pick you up.  He is faithful, He is merciful, and He is mighty to save. 

 Go with God! 
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Nursery (infant ï 2) Room 5, 2 and 3 years old          Room 6 

Preschool (age 4)  for 4 year olds Sundayôs at 11:00      Room 7  

We want preschoolers to take a first look at who God is and understandé 

God made me.   God loves me.  Jesus wants to be my friend forever.  

CHILDREN½S MINISTRY  Samantha Noonan 
Director of  Childrenôs Ministry 

                  Begins at 10:00 am on Sunday Mornings 

 

September, 252 Basics will focus on the virtue 

of respect: showing others they are important 

by what you say and do.  

Here's the rundown: 

You respect God when you show respect for people in charge. 

Your respect for people is connected to your respect for God. This 

week will help kids discover how.  

(    Romans 13:1-7). 

 

You can show respect with your actions. Actions speak respect just 

as loudly (maybe even louder) than words. 

 (1 Samuel 18; 19; 24). 

 

You can show respect with your words. Words are powerful. Help 

kids discover what builds up and what tears down.  

(James 3:9-12).  

 

Show respect to God because He's in charge of everything. Above 

all and anyone else, we need to respect God. This week will help 

kids learn how. (Matthew 8:5-13).  

 

1ôs & 2ôs  - 2 or 3 day options 

M/W/F 9:00 ï 12:00 

T/TH 9:00 ï 12:00 

1 to 4 Ratio 

2 yr old classes ï 2 days a week 

T/TH   9:00 ï 12:00 

Child must be 2 by Sept 1 

2 to 10 Ratio 

3 yr old classes ï 3 days a week 

M/W/F 9:00 ï 12:00  Child must by 3 by Sept 1 

2 to 12 Ratio 

4 yr old VPK ï five days M-F choice of 

9:00 ï 12 or 12:30 ï 3:30 

Child must be 4 by Sept 1 

2 to 12 Ratio 
 

 

 

    Monthly Cost 2010-2011: 
1ôs & Young 2ôs  2 day $150.00 

1ôs & Young 2ôs  3 day $225.00 

2 year old class              $140.00 

3 year old class   $200.00 

For information on any of the  children programs check out the Parent Link newsletter on our web site at www.firstchurchpo.org 

 Join Us On  

September 12
th

       2pm-5pm 

for our  

3
rd

 Annual Block Party 

ñOrange Rocks the Caribbeanò 
Weôll have Mollyôs Old Tyme Kettle Corn 

Snow cones 

Bounce rooms  

 And lots of games, prizes and  door prizes donated  by  

our members and local businesses.  

                     

Fun for children and adults of all ages!   Weôre still collecting 

school supplies to give away at the party ïcollection box is in the 

narthex.  Donôt miss this awesome opportunity to share 

Christian Fellowship.  Invite your friends, invite your 

neighbors. 

And yes, itôs  

ALL FREE. 
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THE 2010 YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO THE BAHAMAS  

 

 

     When I first heard about the mission trip for this year, I knew I 

wanted to go because I had not gone on a mission trip with my youth 

group before. I have 

been to one in Costa 

Rica two summers ago 

with another church, 

but this was my first 

with First United Meth-

odist PO. Because I had 

gone on that previous 

mission trip, I believed 

that I knew what was to 

come: man was I mis-

taken! This mission 

trip, for me, was such a 

different and amazing experience than my previous. I believe that God 

sent me on that previous mission trip to prepare 

me for this one, or else I might not have had the 

guts to go! The spirituality during the entire 

week was at such a high caliber, whether we 

were at the airport or in the midst of working 

on Pamela's house and playing with all the 

kids. Those kids were amazing and sweet, as 

were Pamela and all the other adults we worked 

with. Everyone there had such amazing faith, 

even though they had so little. They did not 

think about what they did not have, but praised 

God for every little thing that they did, no matter how small. Pamela 

and Vanessa even prayed over my stomach-ache, which made me feel 

so humbled. The kids were like this as well. They were also so well-

mannered and polite. They constantly wanted to help paint or hold 

something for us. Something that surprised me is how many kids there 

were the last day compared to the first. We had grown so close to 

many of them and we will never forget them. I also feel like I grew 

close to my group members. I feel blessed to have been able to spend 

time and really get to know everyone. There were so few of us that we 

became such a tight group and I believed that helped us open up a lot 

more. It was really nice being the only group there so that could do just 

that. I know that I have been changed by this experience: by the amaz-

ing and spiritual people there, the experiences and memories that I 

have gained from this, and the bonds between all of us, new and 

strengthened. Before this trip, I really did not talk to any of the youth 

or adults who came along, so this was especially enriching for me. And 

who could forget our many nicknames given out during the trip! Every 

time I hear one of those nicknames, I always remember that trip and 

every single grace and memory that came from experienc-

ing it. And trust me: I hear them often! I really do feel 

blessed to have been able to experience these people and 

their culture as they blend with God's holy grace upon them. 

I hope that I can be blessed again by being able to experi-

ence another youth mission trip soon so that I may grow 

in other unexpected and amazing ways as God wishes me 

to.  

God Bless,                           Jessica Martin (Nature Girl) 

When I went on this year's mission trip to the Bahamas, I really didn't 

know what to expect.  I had done missionary work in the past, but 

never to another country, so the entire experience was new for 

me.  Also, the Bahamas was never a place that always seemed like a 

tourist country, not a country that needed help from a mission 

team.  God certainly had a plan for us, however.  The trip was an in-

credible experience, literally from the moment that we stepped off of 

the plane in Nassau until we got back to Orlando.  I saw God work in 

more ways than I could've ever imagined.  Our work in Nassau was 

centered around a home in a very poor neighborhood in the city.  We 

worked with a woman named Pamela, her daughter, Vanessa, who had 

Down's Syndrome, and Vanessa's 7-month old son.  Equally important 

as the physical labor that we performed, we were also able to minister 

to many of the children in the neighborhood as well, which for many 

of us was the highlight of the trip.  To see the smiling faces on these 

kids that had literally almost nothing was an unforgettable experience 

for me.  Those kids always had the biggest smiles 

on their faces, and something as simple as a pig-

gyback ride would entertain them beyond what I 

could've possibly imagined.  One day we were 

playing football with the older kids and I noticed 

an older gentleman walking along the street.  He 

approached me in between plays, and said to me 

"You know, I've been living on this street for 

almost 15 years, and I have never seen anything 

this good." That simple statement rendered me 

almost speechless and brought tears to my eyes 

then, and still does today.  I will never know that man's name, and 

probably will never see him again, but he had a tremendous impact on 

me, and I will 

n e v e r  f o r g e t 

him. It really made 

me realize that, 

yes, we may have 

ministering to the 

neighborhood, but 

in many ways the 

neighborhood was 

ministering back to 

us, and God proba-

bly changed our 

lives more than we 

changed anyoneôs 

lives in the Bahamas.  The experience left me with a hunger to con-

tinue doing God's work, and I cannot wait until the next opportunity 

that God puts in my life to do missionary work. 

Cory Breaux 

Every Day God Experience  


