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Itôs August already? Was-

nôt it moving day just the 

other day? Thatôs what it feels like as I think over 

my first month here at First Church. It seems to 

have gone in a flashébut at the same time what 

marvelous moments we have experienced. Mi-

chelle the kids and I have met hundreds of peo-

ple, been fed like kings, enjoyed an incredible 

week of Vacation Bible School. Then there was 

the work day with dozens of people all praising 

God with their labor. And the most remarkable 

part has been the feeling of Godôs presence 

through every moment we have shared as a body 

of Christ. Things are happening at First Church! 
 

Paul tells us in 2 Timothy 4:7 to hang in there. 

He says I have fought the good fight. I have com-

pleted the race. In those passages he is calling us 

to endure, but sometimes it is more like enjoying 

than enduring. Yes, I know that we have some 

huge hurdles to clear. God never said it would be 

easyéjust worth it. Since I have arrived we have 

all be going full tilt. I donôt know about you, 

but I love it! The looks on the faces of others 

tells me I am not alone. I see two reasons why 

it is so much fun. First, everyone is involved.  

If you havenôt been here to see the community 

spirit, I encourage you to get involved. Second, 

God is in our midst partnering with us as we 

work together. As we continue this journey 

together, I pray that we journey with Jesus in 

our hearts not just our head. I hope that you 

know that ñhe who began a good work in you 

will be faithful to complete it.ò (Philippians 

1:5) And I hope you feel the joy of sharing as 

the Body of Christ and as a church family. 

Please know that every day I am praying for us 

to faithfully follow the will of God in every-

thing we do. I thank God for bringing us to-

gether! 
 

See you in Church (or in study, or clipping the 

bushes, or just hanging out) 

Tom 
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Thank you to 

everyone who 

made  

VBS Beach 

Party  

a BIG success 
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Thoughts On Worship: August 2008 

Fan The Flames Of Passion In Your Worship 
As we begin our new series, ñThe Olympics Of Lifeò, I want to challenge each of 

us to remember what we learned about worship during our series on The Method-

ist Way.  Your passion for worship, the ñfire in your bellyò for God, is not a one-

time thing, and not something that we should only talk about once in a while.  

There is a lot happening right now in the life of our church that is keeping us energized, ex-

cited, and passionate.  What happens, though, when the school year begins, the newness of 

our Senior Pastor wears off, and we are once again in a routine?  Will the fire of your pas-

sion for worshipping God and being a part of all that He is doing here at First Church re-

main bright with flame?  It will only remain bright if you continue to fan the flame of your pas-

sion.  Read the Bible, for it will add fuel to the fire of your passion.  Pray and converse with God, 

and He will help your fire to persevere through the everyday busyness of life.  Most of all, make 

sure that you are here every Sunday in order to help our collective fire to burn bright, and to get 

the fuel for your fire for the next week.  We need to worship in community together weekly in 

order to keep the passion and excitement going here at First Church.   When the routine of 

daily life threatens to get in the way, we must fan the flames of our passion for God and keep it 

burning brightly. 

See you on Sunday! 
 

Peace+ 
 

Andy Sistrunk  

 


